
EDUCATION RESOURCE KIT
Educational programs are designed to spark curiosity through the discovery of new
ideas, immersive experiences and growth of youth through art & culture.

7-12 Science Outline:
In experiencing From the Vault: 1080 Rabbit Control, students explore the
impact of introduced species and their subsequent efforts to manage those
species on local agricultural practices, individuals and the environment.

Syllabus Links: Objectives:
Stage 6: Biology:

assess the causes and effects
of diseases on agricultural
production, including but not
limited to:  

              –     animal diseases
Stage 6: Earth and Environmental
Science: Module 4 (Human
Impacts)

Effects of Introduced Species
Stage 6: Agriculture

Plant/Animal Production

Students learn about: 
how introduced species affect the Australian
environment and ecosystems
the nature and impact on animal production
systems of microbes, invertebrates and pests
complex interaction involving problem
organisms (pathogenic microbe or
invertebrate), the host and the environment in
plant disease
animal pests and diseases
the impact scientific research and associated
technology has had on agricultural production
and marketing

Students learn to:
investigate a local introduced species (rabbits)
and include:

reason for introducing the species
area affected
human impacts
control or mitigation methods
economic impact of the species
different views about the value of/harm
caused by introduced species

analyse ways in which human activity can upset
the balance of ecosystems and favour
introduced species 
investigate the complex interaction between
the problem organism, the host and the
environment for one animal disease
outline the importance of ongoing research
related to agricultural industries

1080: Rabbit Control



Activities:

Before your visit:
Students can identify a range of introduced species’ into Australia’s
ecosystem
Discuss methods for controlling introduced species - what are the
positives and negatives for each method?
Look through the resources provided to introduce rabbits as a case
study for an invasive species

During your visit:
Identify information regarding the cause of introduction, impacts and
efforts to mitigate impacts of rabbits as an introduced species in the
local ecosystem.
Discuss the methods of introducing Myxomatosis and 1080 (Sodium
Fluroacetate) to control the rabbit population - what are the positives
and negatives?
View the associated items and images relating to rabbit control - how do
these items and images invite conversations about controlling invasive
species in Australia?

After your visit:
Investigate ongoing research through institutions such as CSIRO
regarding myxomatosis and 1080 as well as any other methods used to
control invasive species in Australia
Analyse the impact that rabbits have had on the ecosystem. How are the
conditions more favourable for invasive species in agricultural/regional
areas? Other examples to compare to include mice as they have a similar
cause and effect in these areas

Resources:

National Museum of Australia, Defining Moments: Rabbits in Australia
https://www.nma.gov.au/explore/features/rabbits-in-australia/your-stories

ABC Australia, 160 year battle against one of Australia's worst invasives: Meet the Ferals Ep 6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=778Da7NCF6s

Australian National University, Dr Nicole McLennan, Life sentences: Australia's rabbits
https://www.anu.edu.au/news/all-news/life-sentences-australias-rabbits

CSIROpedia, Myxomatosis to control rabbits (2011) https://csiropedia.csiro.au/myxomatosis-to-
control-rabbits/

https://www.nma.gov.au/explore/features/rabbits-in-australia/your-stories
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=778Da7NCF6s
https://www.anu.edu.au/news/all-news/life-sentences-australias-rabbits
https://csiropedia.csiro.au/myxomatosis-to-control-rabbits/
https://csiropedia.csiro.au/myxomatosis-to-control-rabbits/


EDUCATION RESOURCE KIT
Educational programs are designed to spark curiosity through the discovery of new
ideas, immersive experiences and growth of youth through art & culture.

7-12 HSIE Outline:
In experiencing From the Vault: 1080 Rabbit Control, students explore the
impact of introduced species and their subsequent efforts to manage those
species on local agricultural practices, individuals and the environment.

Syllabus Links: Objectives:

Geography 7-10:
Sustainable Biomes
Environmental Change and
Management

Students learn about: 
Changing Biomes
Environmental changes

Students learn to:
investigate threats to biomes
investigate changes to their local environment
caused by people
explore ways people alter the environment
examine the environmental effects of people’s
actions eg loss of habitat, declining biodiversity
identify ways their local environment is
managed

1080: Rabbit Control



Activities:

Before your visit:
Discuss how introduced species can have an impact on existing biomes
Create a timeline of introduction of rabbits to Australia, including efforts to
control them
Use the newspaper articles to look at the role of the Trangie ‘experimental
farm’ in local management of the environment - what role does the
Government play in this management?

During your visit:
After looking through and reading information in the exhibit, discuss whether
the means justifies the end result regarding the management of rabbits on
agricultural land.

After your visit:
Read through the newspaper articles provided and use them to assess the
factors leading up to the introduction of 1080 as a pest control method.
Create a report for the Department of Agriculture on the impact of rabbits
and the possible methods of control of this species in Australia’s regional
agricultural areas. You will need to include a crop grown in areas affected by
the introduction of rabbits, the supply chain, use of the crop and the dangers
posed to the food chain by rabbits. You should also include graphs that
demonstrate the impacts of and recommendations for control methods.

Resources:

National Museum of Australia, Rabbits introduced | Australia’s Defining Moments
Digital Classroom, 
https://www.nma.gov.au/explore/features/rabbits-in-australia/your-stories
ABC Australia, 160 year battle against one of Australia's worst invasives: Meet the
Ferals Ep 6 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=778Da7NCF6s
Australian National University, Dr Nicole McLennan: 
Life sentences: Australia's rabbits https://www.anu.edu.au/news/all-news/life-
sentences-australias-rabbits
NSW Government, Environment and Heritage: Rabbits,
https://www2.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/pest-animals-
and-weeds/pest-animals/rabbits
CSIROpedia, Myxomatosis to control rabbits (2011)
https://csiropedia.csiro.au/myxomatosis-to-control-rabbits/

https://www.nma.gov.au/explore/features/rabbits-in-australia/your-stories
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=778Da7NCF6s
https://www.anu.edu.au/news/all-news/life-sentences-australias-rabbits
https://www.anu.edu.au/news/all-news/life-sentences-australias-rabbits
https://www2.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/pest-animals-and-weeds/pest-animals/rabbits
https://www2.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/pest-animals-and-weeds/pest-animals/rabbits
https://csiropedia.csiro.au/myxomatosis-to-control-rabbits/
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